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Exploration of Early Graduate Education in China.
In the Case of Xiamen University

QIN Hong-xia*, TAO Tao”, WANG Sheng”

(a. Collaborative Innovation Center for Higher Education Quality Construction;

b. Graduate School, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: The practice of China’s early graduate education began in the period of the Republic of China. In 1926,
Xiamen University founded an Institute of National Studies which recruited graduate students, marking the commencement
of graduate education in private universities in China. The operations of the Institute of National Studies at Xiamen Univer-
sity followed the example of the Institute of National Studies at Peking University. However, in terms of orientation, tuition,
curricula and characteristics, the graduate education institute at Xiamen University differed from its counterparts at Peking
University and Tsinghua University. Although the early exploration by the Institute of National Studies at Xiamen University
ceased shortly afterwards, Xiamen University’s endeavors in graduate education continued, laying the groundwork for the
development of its graduate education after the founding of New China in 1949.

Key Words: graduate education, Xiamen University, Institute of National Studies, Republic of China
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